
Facts about the 7 continents of the world.

OUR WORLD 





ASIAAsia is the largest continent and covers 
one third of the land on Earth with people 
living in 48 countries. This means most 
people live on the Asian continent.
China and India are the world’s most 

populated countries.

Asia stretches from the Arctic circle in the 
north to the Indian Ocean in the south.

The world’s highest mountain range, the 
Himalayas, is in Asia.

Asia is home to animals such as Asian 
elephants, tigers and giant pandas.



AFRICAAfrica is the second largest 
continent after Asia. It lies between 
the Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

The northern part is covered by 
Earth’s largest desert, the Sahara.

To the east is the world’s longest 
river, the Nile. Africa has 54 

countries, more than any other 
continent. 

Africa has large animal reserves 
(parks) like the Serengeti, Masai

Mara, and Kruger. The reserves are 
home to wildlife, such as lions, 

rhinos, zebras and African 
elephants.



NORTH AMERICA
North America is Earth’s third 
largest continent. It is made up of 
the United States of America, 
Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean 
islands. 

North America has natural wonders 
like the Grand Canyon and 
Yellowstone Park.

Animals that are found in North 
America include moose, raccoon, 
and bears.



SOUTH AMERICA
South America is the fourth largest continent.

The Amazon River runs through South
America and is surrounded by the world’s
largest rainforest. The continent has several
rainforest deserts as well as Atacama, the 
world’s driest dessert. It is also home to the 
Andes - the world’s longest mountain range.

South American animals include llamas and the
capybara, which is the world’s largest rodent.

Did you know – the potato originates from South 
America?



ANTARCTICA
Antarctica is the continent at the south pole 
and it is almost entirely covered in ice. It is the
fifth largest continent and it is surrounded by 
the Southern Ocean.

No one lives there all the time and no one owns 
Antarctica.

Scientists from 29 countries visit research
stations to carry out experiments throughout the 
year.

Antarctica is home to animals such as seals, 
penguins and seabirds.



EUROPE
Europe is the world’s second smallest continent
but is has a quarter of the world’s 
population. There are 44 European countries.

The climate ranges from cold winters in 
Scandinavia to warm countries like Italy and 
Spain.

Europe is divided from Africa by the 
Mediterranean Sea. 



AUSTRALIA AND OCEANIA
Australia is the smallest continent. 
It includes Australia, New Zealand,
New Guinea and some small islands 
in-between. 

Australia is bordered by the Indian
Ocean on the west and the Pacific
Ocean on the east. 

Australia has been cut off from other 
continents for so long that it has 
animals that are not found anywhere 
else on Earth like the kangaroo and the 
koala.


