
LESSON THREE

How do fossils provide evidence for evolution?
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LESSON THREE

By the end of this lesson you will be able to…

- explain what fossils are

- explain how they are formed

- explain what this tells us about which organisms have lived 

and how they’ve changed

- explain why we don’t have a complete knowledge of previous 

organisms from fossils



https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z2ym2p3

What are fossils?

A fossil is the preserved remains or traces of a dead organism.

Fossils provide solid evidence that organisms from the past are not the same as those found today; they 

show a progression of evolution. 

Scientists calculate the age of fossils and categorize them to determine when the organisms lived relative 

to each other. 

How are they made? (Click on the link or copy the link into your browser.)

Take notes on the 

definition of a fossil and 

how they are made.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z2ym2p3


Put these events in order.



Put these events in order.



How might fossils help us to understand how species 

changed over many years?

I think fossils might help us to understand how species changed over many 

years because……

There are no right or wrong answers here. Be a scientist and make a prediction based on the knowledge you already have!
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We have learnt that the ‘fossil record’ can give evidence of evolution and the changes in species over time; however, the ‘fossil record’ is 

not a complete record. Why?

There are three types of rock formation (you learnt these in Year 3). They are:

SEDIMENTARY                                                     IGNEOUS                                                      METAMORPHIC

Sedimentary 

rocks are formed over 

millions of years when 

sediments (tiny pieces 

of rocks and animal 

skeletons) are pressed 

together at the bottom 

of seas and rivers.

Igneous rock is 

formed when magma 

or lava 

from volcanoes cools.

Metamorphic 

rocks are 

formed when 

other rocks 

are changed 

due to heat or 

pressure.

Fossils are formed in which type of rock? 

Why can they not be formed in igneous and metamorphic rock?

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/volcanoes
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Fossils are only formed in sedimentary rock.



Don’t forget to email a 

copy of your learning 

today!


