
Maths topic for the week: Halves
Dear Parents,

This week, we are starting a new topic:  understanding what ‘half’ means and the process of 
‘halving’. 

Support your child by using everyday household objects. 

Each day, the lesson will finish with one task (on occasion, there may be more).  Please choose 
at least one to complete.

Enjoy learning!

From The Reception Team.



This is a practical lesson.

You will need a variety of fruits and vegetables, a knife, a chopping board and a 
plate..

Lesson 1 – Monday 



What does ‘half’ mean?

What does ‘halving’ mean?

‘Halving’ is when you share something 
into two equal parts.

Each equal part is called a ‘half’.

Read …



I have a pizza!

A whole pizza!

I need to share it 
with my sister.

I need to share it 
equally! 

Read …



I cut it in half!   

Now I have 2 slices.

Both slices are equal –

they are the same size! 

Read …



I whole pizza half a pizza half a pizza

Both slices are the 
same size, so they 
are halves!

Read …



I have 1 orange!

I need to share it with my brother.

I need to share it equally! 

A whole orange!
Read …

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aprifel.com%2Ffiche-nutri-produit-references-orange%2C18.html&psig=AOvVaw2lhPKmyx8nBf9QN3fSd5UR&ust=1588699158424000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDfo9rbmukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


I cut it in half.   

They are the same size.

They are equal.

They are halves!

I have 1 orange. Now I have 2 halves.
Read …

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aprifel.com%2Ffiche-nutri-produit-references-orange%2C18.html&psig=AOvVaw2lhPKmyx8nBf9QN3fSd5UR&ust=1588699158424000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDfo9rbmukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


1 whole orange half an orange half an orange

1 half for me.

1 half for my 
brother.

Read …

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aprifel.com%2Ffiche-nutri-produit-references-orange%2C18.html&psig=AOvVaw2lhPKmyx8nBf9QN3fSd5UR&ust=1588699158424000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDfo9rbmukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


I need to share it 
with my Dad. 

I have 1 apple!

A whole apple!

I have this bit. Dad has this bit.

I cut it.  

Are both sides the same?  No!  So this is NOT HALF!

Read …



1 half or not? Why?

Have a go at this quiz…    
whole half or not half?

1 half or not? Why?

2 halves or not? Why?



Task 1

Take a variety of fruits and vegetables.
Show your child each item when it is whole and say …

Ask your child to repeat the phrase.

Then cut it in half (both pieces MUST be equal) and say …

Ask your child to repeat the phrase. 

A whole ……

Now we have two equal pieces, we have two halves.

Repeat the above a few times using different fruits and vegetables.



Task 2

Next, cut some fruit so that the two pieces are not equal and 
say....

Ask your child: Why are they not halves?

We have two parts.  They are not equal.  One is big and one is smaller.
They are NOT HALVES because both pieces are not equal.

Repeat the above a few times using different fruits and vegetables.



This is a listening and 
speaking lesson.

Lesson 2 - Tuesday

You will need 
colouring pencils and 

paper for the task.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F1688388.htm&psig=AOvVaw1YbrCwf0dALIFUFIrTHszQ&ust=1588857497308000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDn88ipn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAq


We are learning about ‘halving’.

We are learning about ‘half’.

Read …



‘Halving’ is when you share 
something into two equal parts!

Both parts MUST BE the same size!

Each part is a ‘half’.

Read …



Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 whole _________ ?



Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 whole _________ ?



Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 __________ banana ?



Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 __________ carrot ?



Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 __________ kiwi ?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdissolve.com%2Fstock-photo%2FWhole-kiwi-fruit-half-kiwi-fruit-longitudinal-royalty-free-image%2F101-D1062-27-964&psig=AOvVaw2T0HMUrO01Va_bhaDOOWTv&ust=1588856224031000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCXgu-kn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdissolve.com%2Fstock-photo%2FWhole-kiwi-fruit-half-kiwi-fruit-longitudinal-royalty-free-image%2F101-D1062-27-964&psig=AOvVaw2T0HMUrO01Va_bhaDOOWTv&ust=1588856224031000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCXgu-kn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Let’s have a quick quiz…    

Two halves or not?

Explain why!

1 __________ banana ?



Read each statement and decide if it is ‘true’ or ‘false’…    

1) ‘Halving’ is when you share something into two equal  

parts!

2) If I chop an orange in two, both parts MUST BE the 
same size if they are halves.

3) If I chop an apple in two, each ‘half’ can be different a 
size.



Task 1 - select one of these.
1) Look at the picture below.

Make your own picture of a whole apple and then two halves. 
Label your picture.

2) Explain why the two pieces of apple are ‘halves’.  Write this down.

whole apple halves



Task 2

3) Challenge. 

Read the words below.

skin core flesh pips

These are the names of different parts of the apple.  

Add these labels to your drawing.



Lesson 3 – Wednesday

This is a writing lesson.

You will need paper and a pencil.



What is our topic?

What have you learnt so far?  Tell your adult!



What does ‘halving’ mean?

‘Halving’ is when you share something 
into two equal parts.

What does ‘half’ mean?

When you chop something in two, each 
equal part is called a ‘half’.

Read …



Name the shapes below. 



Did you remember the names?

circle

square

triangle

rectangle
circle



This is a circle.

It has a line through the middle.

Read …



If we cut along the line, we get two equal parts! 

This is one 
half. 

We have two halves!

This is one 
half. 

Read …



This is our triangle.

It has a line through the middle.

Read …



If we cut along the line, we get two equal parts! 

This is one 
half. 

This is one 
half. 

We have two halves!

Read …



Task – follow the steps below.

1) Get a dinner plate from the kitchen.  What shape is it?

2) Draw around it on paper.

3) Carefully cut out your circle. 
4) Fold your circle in half. 
5) Cut along the fold.

6) Are both parts equal?  If they are, you have two halves!
7) Stick both halves into your workbook and label (circle, half).

Now find something that is a square and repeat the above process.



Lesson 4 - Thursday

This is a writing lesson.

You will need paper and a pencil.



What is our topic?

What have your learnt so far?  Tell your adult!



What does ‘halving’ mean?

‘Halving’ is when you share something 
into two equal parts!

What does ‘half’ mean?

When you chop something in two, each 
equal part is called a ‘half’.

Read …



1 half or not? Why?

Let’s start with a quiz…    
whole half or not half?

1 half or not? Why?

2 halves or not? Why?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fcliparts-half-circle.html&psig=AOvVaw1RY0C5bgb9QSc_oUTzKogb&ust=1588862751463000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCS-5G9n-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatternuniverse.com%2Fdownload%2Fhalf-heart-pattern%2F&psig=AOvVaw2_JH5kXv9476Td1awLR5GE&ust=1588862959831000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCWyva9n-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatternuniverse.com%2Fdownload%2Fhalf-heart-pattern%2F&psig=AOvVaw2_JH5kXv9476Td1awLR5GE&ust=1588862959831000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCWyva9n-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatternuniverse.com%2Fdownload%2Fhalf-heart-pattern%2F&psig=AOvVaw2_JH5kXv9476Td1awLR5GE&ust=1588862959831000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCWyva9n-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Click here to hear a 
story and learn 
about sharing.

https://www.thenational.academy/reception/maths/understanding-the-concept-of-equal-groups-reception-wk2-1


Task – follow the steps below.

1) Put 8 pencils into an empty jar – count as you put them in!

2) Now we can share - give one pencil to your adult & take one pencil for yourself.

3) Carry on sharing the pencils until the jar is empty.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fcolour-crayons-over-white-background-5057249.html&psig=AOvVaw2t5w0BKtC16HeMS-EWM3U3&ust=1588927043179000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMi2y9KsoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fempty-jam-jar.html&psig=AOvVaw19bUO44Bd14EAyJszT72wk&ust=1588927165608000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_74ytoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG


Task – answer the questions below.

Your pencils

Your adults
pencils

How many pencils 
does your adult 
have?    
My adult has  

________ pencils.

How many pencils do 
you have?     
I have  ______ pencils.

You have shared the pencils equally!  You have halved 8!

What is half of 8?                     Half of 8 is ______ .

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fempty-jam-jar.html&psig=AOvVaw19bUO44Bd14EAyJszT72wk&ust=1588927165608000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_74ytoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.londongraphics.co.uk%2Fmaxi-colour-pencil&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeworks.com.au%2Fshop%2Fofficeworks%2Fp%2Fstaedtler-noris-club-maxi-coloured-pencils-12-pack-red-st126122&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeworks.com.au%2Fshop%2Fofficeworks%2Fp%2Fstaedtler-noris-club-maxi-coloured-pencils-12-pack-green-st126125&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fempty-jam-jar.html&psig=AOvVaw19bUO44Bd14EAyJszT72wk&ust=1588927165608000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_74ytoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeworks.com.au%2Fshop%2Fofficeworks%2Fp%2Fstaedtler-noris-club-maxi-coloured-pencils-12-pack-red-st126122&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeworks.com.au%2Fshop%2Fofficeworks%2Fp%2Fstaedtler-noris-club-maxi-coloured-pencils-12-pack-green-st126125&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.londongraphics.co.uk%2Fmaxi-colour-pencil&psig=AOvVaw0bb8uEuYDpOJP8dDO4l3ZJ&ust=1588927355800000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCd1umtoekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Task  – carry on in the same way by sharing other household objects.

8 strawberries

10 buttons

6 cans 4 spoons

Have fun sharing 
and remember to 
share equally!

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fgirl%2Bcartoon&psig=AOvVaw0SiENc5YpckbYzW14BxPrl&ust=1588863588127000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCooa7An-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Lesson 5 - Friday
This is a practical lesson.

You will need to use everyday things that you find in your house, such as...

Only use 2 or 4 or 6 or 8 or 10 of each item.



Lesson 5 - Friday

You will also need to make a frame, as shown below.

Make this on a large piece of plain paper or card (such as a large cereal box).



Let’s start with a quiz…
Fill in the missing words (use the word bank to help you)   

1. We have been learning about ________________ .

2. When you halve, you are _______________.

3. When you halve, you are sharing between ______. 

4. When you halve, you must share ____________.

Word bank
two         equally        halving       sharing



Click here to learn 
more about 

sharing!

https://www.thenational.academy/reception/maths/sharing-objects-into-equal-groups-reception-wk2-2


Let’s practise sharing using our frame…

1. Find 4 clothes pegs 
and your frame.

2. Place the pegs  
in the big 
box.

3. Now share them between 
the two smaller boxes.

Say –
We have halved 4.
Half of 4 is 2.

Say –
Our whole is ‘4’.  
We are halving ‘4’.



Task  – carry on sharing household objects as we have just done.

Use your frame.

Remember:

1. When you halve, you are sharing.

2. When you halve, you are sharing between two groups. 

3. When you halve, you must share equally.

4. When you halve, each half must be the same (size or quantity).



Children, we hope you have enjoyed your learning 
tasks this week.

Parents, thank you for supporting children with their 
learning.

Enjoy the weekend!


