Task 1
What was the workhouse like?
Review what you have learnt about
the workhouse.

Review
1. Who was in charge in the workhouse?
2. What might you see in the workhouse? Give 3 things.
3. Why would people go to the workhouse?
4. How did people in the Workhouse feel?

Lesson 4

Tick or fix your answers.

Lesson 4

1. Who was in charge in the workhouse?
Each workhouse had a Master who was in charge.
2. What might you see in the workhouse? Give 3 things.
In the workhouse, you might see:
bare walls with no decorations
long tables and benches
a big pot of disgusting porridge
stale bread
thin, sad-looking people
rough, dull clothes
people working, sewing, scrubbing, chopping wood, breaking stones
3. Why would people go to the workhouse?
Only destitute people went to the workhouse because they had no job or were sick.
4. How do you think people in the Workhouse felt?
I think people in the workhouse felt miserable because they were hungry and couldn’t spend time with
their family.

Read the rules of the workhouse.
Discuss the similarities and differences to your school.

Which rules do we
follow in school today?

Which rules do you think
are unfair? Why?

Workhouse Rules
You are not allowed to:
• Insult another person
• Swear
• Refuse to go to church
• Refuse to work
• Be drunk
• Pretend to be ill
• Waste anything
• Play cards
• Make a noise
• Be unclean
• Disturb others
• Climb a fence or boundary wall
• Break anything

arithmetic: maths
dictation: write down what
someone says

What is similar to your life?
What is different for you?
What were the differences
between boys and girls?
Why do you think they
were treated differently?

Lesson 4

Create a timetable of your day.
Use the times on the workhouse timetable to compare
yourself to the workhouse children.
play outside
take a shower
read

watch TV

Maths
use ipad

English
tidy up

