
The rich lived a life of ease and comfort. 
They had servants to run their large houses. 
They wore elaborate clothing and ate meals 
of many courses.

The life of the Victorian poor was 
extremely challenging. They often didn’t 
have enough money for a decent meal or 
housing. They lived in constant fear of the 
workhouse.

The Victorian Era

The Victorian era was one of great contrasts between 
the life of the rich and that of the poor. 



Poor people had to make their shoes last. 
Many wore things called hobnail boots. 
These boots had nails hammered in to the 
soles to make them last longer. Men and 
women wore hats or caps. Men took their 
hats off inside, women often kept theirs on.

Victorian Clothing for the Poor

Most poor people owned very few outfits. What they wore had to be practical and hard-
wearing. If they were fortunate, they would have a slightly better outfit to wear to 
church on Sundays.

Clothes were dark as it was difficult to keep
clothes clean in factories and mines where 
many poor people worked.



Wealthy Victorian men wore suits 
with waistcoats. Bowler hats were 
worn outdoors for everyday occasions, 
with top hats for special events. 
A pocket watch was often carried.

Victorian Clothing for the Rich

Rich women wore corsets under their dresses. These were pulled very tight. Hoops and 
petticoats were worn to make skirts stand out. At one point, bustles were popular. These 
gave extra shape to the back 
of a skirt. All these layers made getting dressed 
quite a long process which required the help of a 
maid.



Can you identify the outfits representing the rich and 

poor Victorian children?
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Task 3:

You have been learning about what it was like in the 
Victorian times.
The lives between the poor and the rich were very 
different.
Can you identify which of the children are poor and rich?
Can you explain your choice?

You must:
• identify which outfits are from poor and rich families.
• describe what they are wearing in each picture.

Vocabulary: clothes, corset,  
waistcoats,  hats, caps, 
dresses, boots.

Example:


