
LESSON EIGHT

What impact are humans likely to have in the 
future?



Use the notes 

made in previous 

lessons to 

support you.



Tick or fix your work.

False. Humans evolved from the same ancestors as chimpanzees. We 

share a common ancestor and have followed different evolutionary paths.



LESSON EIGHT

By the end of this lesson you will be able to…

- describe the decline in numbers of species over the last 200 

years

- describe the impact of homo sapiens hunting animals and 

cutting down forests



Humans have changed many things about the world around them. They have hunted a number of animals for food or sport.

They have cut down forests to burn the wood, make building materials and make way for places to live (deforestation).

Scientists believe species around the world are becoming extinct 1,000 times faster than before humans were around on

Earth. 

Human impact that affects living things

Human impact What happens to the living things

Deforestation Living things lose their habitats and may no 

longer be able to exist elsewhere.

Spreading diseases Living things and creatures may die from 

different diseases which may cause new 

strains that they cannot survive.

Global warming (rise in temperature due 

to burning fossil fuels)

Living things struggle to survive changes with 

rising temperatures and may not adapt 

quickly enough to the changes.

Plastic pollution Plastic does not break down easily and 

pollutes many places and the oceans. 

Creatures can get caught in plastic and may 

eat it which is toxic for them. 





The dodo is 

an extinct species of 

flightless bird. The dodo is 

one of the first species

known to have died 

because

of humans. Dodos have 

been extinct since the late 

17th century.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/extinct-animals/

Use the link to find out how some species became extinct. Fill the story board to show 

how dodo birds became extinct. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/extinct-animals/


Dodo birds did not bury their eggs when they

laid them.

How could this have helped them survive?

The dodo birds did not fly. 

How could this have helped them survive?

Think of two adaptations that would have made the dodo 

bird not become extinct and survive in its environment. 



Domesticated animals

If a plant or animal mainly exists because it is looked after by humans we say that the living thing has been 

‘domesticated’. 

The amount of domesticated animals (such as cows, chickens and sheep) has grown as the number of 

humans on the planet has grown.

In fact, the number has grown so much that there are more domesticated versions of animals for some 

animal kingdoms than there are wild animals – how do you feel about this?



Quiz

1.List two human impacts which can affect living things.

2.Why did the dodo bird become extinct?

3.What is a domesticated animal?



Quiz

1. List two human impacts which can affect living things.

Deforestation, plastic pollution, global warming, hunting or spreading diseases.

2.  Why did the dodo bird become extinct?

They were hunted and eaten by Dutch sailors and the animals that they brought with them 

(cats, pigs and rats) ate the dodo eggs.

3. What is a domesticated animal?

Animals that mainly exists because it is looked after by humans. 

Tick or fix your work.



Don’t forget to email a copy or 

a picture of your learning today 

to year6@kgreen.brent.sch.uk

mailto:year6@kgreen.brent.sch.uk

