
Review
Answer these multiple choice questions.
Jot your ideas down in your purple book.

Why were children employed as chimney sweeps?
a) Queen Victoria said that hard work would make children tougher.
b) Children were small enough to fit inside them and clean them.
c) It was too easy for adults to do this work.

Which of these jobs were done by Victorian children?
a) Trapper in a coal mine
b) Chimney sweeper
c) All of these

What did children eat after work in the coal mines?
a) Fish fingers and chips
b) Pizza
c) Bread and cheese, and sometimes red herring and potatoes.



Tick or fix your answers
Why were children employed as chimney sweeps?
a) Queen Victoria said that hard work would make children tougher.
b) Children were small enough to fit inside them and clean them.
c) It was too easy for adults to do this work.

Which of these jobs were done by Victorian children?
a) Trapper in a coal mine
b) Chimney sweeper
c) All of these

What did children eat after work in the coal mines?
a) Fish fingers and chips
b) Pizza
c) Bread and cheese, and sometimes red herring and potatoes.



Knowledge Organiser:
Vocabulary

workhouse noun a place where people unable to support themselves went for to live and work

Act of 

Parliament

noun a new law, or changes to a law made by Parliament

engineer noun a person who uses science and maths to solve problems and build machines  

monarch noun the King or Queen

British Empire  noun countries that were ruled by Britain.  

Jubilee noun special anniversary of an event, especially one celebrating twenty-five or fifty 

years of a reign or activity

reign verb when a person rules as a King or Queen

QUESTION 2: What were children’s lives like in the Victorian era? 

Children’s lives changed dramatically with new laws to stop them working in mines 

and factories. Before poor children would have to work in dangerous places like 

text ile mills or as chimney sweeps. By the end of the Victorian era all children went 

to school. 

 
 

 



Children in Factories
Many factory workers were children. They worked for long 
hours, for very low wages, and were often treated badly by the 
supervisors.

Sometimes the children started work as young as four or five 
years of age. Their work was unsafe because there were no 
guards or fences around the machines to stop                                    
accidents happening.

Vocabulary:
wages –money for 
doing a job
supervisor – a person 
in charge at work



Child Mill Workers
• As in mines and factories, thousands of children 

also worked in cotton mills.  The conditions in 
mills were very unpleasant.  Children spent 
most of their working hours at machines with 
little or no time for fresh air or exercise.

• Many children fell ill or had serious accidents. 

• Children were scalped when their hair was 
caught in the machine.

• Many hands were crushed and some children 
were killed when they went to sleep and fell 
into the machines. 

Vocabulary:

cotton- a type of 
material

unpleasant – not nice

scalped  - partially 
without hair or skin 
torn from the head



Task 4: Example: Lesson 4

Write a letter to Queen Victoria from the point of view of 
a child working in the coal mines. (Use the information 
on the previous slides this week to help.)

Paragraph 1: Introduce who are you and why you are 
writing to Queen Victoria.

Paragraph 2: Describe why you are not happy working in 
the coal mines.

Paragraph 3: Persuade Queen Victoria to ban all children 
from working in the coal mines. 

Success criteria:
- Start with Dear Queen Victoria
- Remember capital letters and full stops
- Use persuasive language (Please, you must, do not)
Challenge: Include a rhetorical question.
For example: Do you know how awful it is to work in the coal 
mines?


