
What was the workhouse like? Lesson 1

Using your learning from last week, 
review facts about the workhouse.

Watch the video of Oliver and discuss
the questions. Look at the photos of 
workhouses. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3N

FyY

Review
1. What was the Workhouse?

2. What did people wear in the Workhouse?

3. What did people eat in the Workhouse?

4. What did children do in the Workhouse?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3NFyY


Tick or fix your answers.

1. What was the Workhouse?
Workhouses were huge buildings built for very poor people who were sick or did not have jobs. 

2. What did people wear in the Workhouse?
In the workhouse, people wore a uniform of a dull, rough, uncomfortable material. 

3. What did people eat in the Workhouse?
In the workhouse people ate bread, broth and cheese, and sometimes meat.

4. What did children do in the Workhouse?
Children in the workhouse had lessons in reading, writing, maths and Christian religion. It was 
very strict.
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Lesson 1

Task 1: Draw a picture of the workhouse and write down noun phrases in 
your book. 



Oliver Twist
Watch the video again: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3NFyY

This scene from Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens shows life for young boys 

in the workhouse. Charles Dickens lived in Victorian times and visited many 

workhouses. His stories helped rich Victorians feel empathy towards the 

poor.

How did the boys sleep?

What did the boys eat?

Were the boys hungry? How can you tell?

Jot your ideas down in your book.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3NFyY


What was the workhouse like?
Look at these pictures of workhouses. Jot down 

your ideas to the following questions in your 

book. 

How does the room look?

What are the people doing?

How are they feeling?



What was the workhouse like?

Draw a picture of the workhouse and people 

inside. Label your drawing with noun phrases. 

Noun phrase = adjective + noun

Remember to  

• Choose different adjectives

• Think about what the people are doing

• Challenge - use a thesaurus to find alternative 

words
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