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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Key questions 

 (One Key question 
per term) 

 Where did the world 

come from? 

 Who do we thank?          

 How do we know they are 

special?           

 

 How do people show their 

beliefs and values? 

 What makes us human? 

 Why do we celebrate 

births? 

 

 What makes a building 

sacred? 

 Can anywhere be sacred?    

 What happens if we do 

wrong?                 

 How do we know what 

is right and wrong? 

 Why does there have to 

be good and bad in the 

world?      

 Is there evidence of God 

on earth?                    

 

 Who is to blame if we 

do wrong? 

 Is commitment the 

same as sacrifice? 

 Why do Christians 

worship in different 

ways?             

 Why do we need 

suffering in the world? 

 Why don’t we all get on?             

Areas of Study  The religious belief in a 

God who created the 

world and all living things 

(Genesis and Brahman).  

 Judaism - the story 

(Shabbat). 

 Shabbat, and the Hindu 

belief in Brahman and 

Ahimsa. 

 Differences and 

relationships between 

humans and animals. 

 Implications of 

stewardship.  

 The nativity story. 

 Christian beliefs about 

incarnation and purpose 

as saviour.  

 

 Symbols of belonging in 

different religions. 

 Begin to identify the 

meaning of these symbolic 

items show. 

 Belief that God/Allah made 

the world. 

 Creation of humankind. 

 Abrahamic beliefs about 

the soul. 

 Considering how people 

are different to animals, 

and what this means for 

human. 

 Responsibility/stewardship 

of the world and its 

creatures. 

 Finding out how babies are 

welcomed into Christianity 

through infant baptism  

 

 Key beliefs about God in 

Sikhism, Judaism, Islam 

and Christianity. 

 Religious symbols. 

 Hinduism. 

 Concepts of worship. 

 Understanding what is 

meant by something 

being holy and sacred. 

 Places of worship show 

the importance of 

‘community’. 

 The value of equality in 

the 

community.  

 Concepts of worship.  

 The practices and 

features of personal 

worship/prayer in more 

detail in Islam, Judaism, 

Christianity and 

Hinduism. 

 The beliefs about Atman, 

karma and reincarnation 

in Hinduism. 

 The implications of these 

beliefs on the values of 

equality (Islam and 

Sikhism).  

 Belief in stewardship  and 

the impact this has on 

how we live and treat 

each other in society. 

 

 Sin and wrongdoing. 

 Identified the religious 

texts/scriptures in their 

places of worship.  

 interpreting texts 

differently causing 

diversity within 

religions. 

 The value and impact of 

some teachings/laws in 

modern society. 

 Investigating reasons 

that believers give for 

their being bad, evil, 

wrongdoing and 

suffering in the world. 

 Comparing these with 

Buddhist and 

Zoroastrian beliefs 

about temptation and 

dualism as the reasons 

for evil and suffering 

being in the world. 

 Evidence of God on 

Earth.  

 Key teachings and 

religious laws of various 

religions. 

 Examining some 

questions about 

responsibility for 

actions. 

 Coming of age and 

religious responsibility.  

 Human responsibility 

versus beliefs in fate or 

destiny. 

 Investigating and 

comparing how religions 

show their commitment 

to God. 

 Explore a range of 

Christian 

denominations.  

 Definition of the 

Christian Church, and 

how this has changed 

over time. 

 Making links with key 

events in history in 

conjunction with 

changes in society. 

 Issues around 

responsibility for 

actions and began to 

explore how 

the belief in free will fit 

into the concept of fate 

or destiny and in an 

omniscient Creator. 

Explore how believers 

justify 

the existence of 

suffering in the world 

alongside their belief in 

a Creator. 

 Places of pilgrimage in 

Jerusalem in Islam, 

Judaism and 

Christianity. 

 Concepts and impact of 

persecution on and in 

religions. 

 The importance of 

freedom and 

reconciliation by 

investigating examples 

through history. 
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Links to other 

religions 
 Opportunity see how 

some other religions 

remember/celebrate this 

belief in a Creator 

(Harvest, Puja).  

 Read other birth stories 

from different religions.  

 

 Other birth/naming and 

initiation ceremonies, 

 Have an opportunity to 

explore the comparisons 

with other beliefs 

(including their own/non- 

religious) about the soul. 

 

 Comparisons with icons 

in RC Christianity. 

 Comparisons with places 

of worship. 

 Food laws in different 

religions. 

 ‘Heaven and Hell’. 

Compare these beliefs 

with non-religious 

(including Humanism) 

beliefs about morality. 

 

 Wrongdoing and 

suffering in the world 

comparing these with 

Buddhist and 

Zoroastrian beliefs 

about temptation and 

dualism. 

 Revelation of the Qur’an 

to Muhammad, and 

make links with Jewish 

beliefs and treatment of 

Torah 

and revelation of Moses. 

 Guru Granth Sahib 

(GGS) as incarnation of 

Gurus and describe 

similarities in treatment 

with Torah /Qur’an but 

differences in belief 

about origin; use 

contextual 

knowledge of start of 

Sikhism (during Indian 

Muslim/Hindu wars). 

 Teachings of 

Zoroastrianism 

regarding dualism 

compare this with the 

Buddhist and Christian. 

 

 Fasting and other 

atonement practices. 

 Consider the British 

Value of the freedom of 

religion. 

 Making links with the 

Creation story/belief 

(Islam, Judaism and 

Christianity) 

 British Law to protect 

the freedom to worship 

own religions 

 

Concepts  Creation. 

 Beliefs about God as 

Creator and Provider. 

 Showing gratitude. 

 Sabbath - day of rest.  

 Atman. 

 Design.  

 Showing gratitude for 

food. 

 sacrifice/offerings and 

blessings. 

 Stewardship, 

 

 

 Soul. 

 Atman.  

 Sin.  

 Stewardship. 

 Creation. 

 Ahimsa. 

 Physical and 

spiritual/non-physical. 

 Humanity 

 Ceremonies. 

 Cleansing or purification 

of the soul. 

 Naming as part of 

identity.  

 Soul.  

 Atman. 

 Reincarnation 

 Sin 

 Judgement 

 Stewardship. 

 Creation. 

 Ahimsa.  

 Moksha,  

 Physical and 

spiritual/non-physical. 

 Anicca. 

 Castes. 

 Equality. 

 Authority.  

 Diversity.  

 Values. 

 Creation.  

 Sin. 

 Temptation. 

 Free will. 

 Dualism.  

 Suffering.  

 Revelation. 

 Incarnation.  

 Unity. 

 Humanity.  

 Miracle  

 Responsibility. 

 Atonement. 

 Free will.  

 Sacrament. 

 Confession.  

 Equality.  

 Omniscient. 

 Temptation.  

 Sacrifice. 

Commitment.  

 Fasting.  

 Transfiguration. 

 Society 

 Monarchy. 

 Free will. 

 Design. 

 Creation.  

 Omniscience. 

 Suffering. 

 Temptation. 

Nature. 

 Dualism 

Freedom. 

 Persecution. 

 Pilgrimage. 

 Reconciliation  
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Signs of commitment  Morality.  

 

 Authority. 

 Interpretation. 

 Freedom. 

 

Key vocabulary  creator, provider, gratitude; 

Sabbath (Shabbat), Atman, 

creation; design, sacrifice, 

offerings, blessings, stewardship, 

special, nativity, incarnation, 

Muhammad, Ahimsa, Avatars, 

halo, God, brachot, harvest, Puja, 

Guru Nanak, Sikhism, 

Muhammad, Islam, soul, sin, free 

will, temptation. 

Symbols, cross/crucifix, 

Tallit/Tzitzit Kippah in Judaism, 5 

K’s, baptism Sikhism, creation of 

humankind, Allah, soul, Atman, 

sin, stewardship, creation, 

Ahimsa,  physical, spiritual,  

humanity, ceremonies, cleansing,  

purification of the soul, identity; 

commitment, Brahman, equality, 

karma, nativity, creator, law 

giver, judge, provider.  

Symbols, worship, holy, sacred 

equality, community, society, 

practices, features, worship, 

prayer, sacred, holy, 

community, diet, prayer, 

interpretation, laws, challenge, 

soul, Atman, reincarnation,  sin,  

judgement, stewardship,  

creation, Ahimsa, moksha, 

physical, spiritual/non-

physical, Anicca, castes, 

equality, morality, British Law. 

Holy, sacred,  authority, 

diversity, values, morals, 

good, incarnation, testament, 

revelation, creation, sin, 

temptation, free will, dualism, 

suffering, moral, God, 

revelation, Messiah, 

incarnation, pilgrimage, 

prophet, unity, humanity, 

miracle, evidence, 

interpretations, explanations, 

10 commandments. Guru 

Granth Sahib. 

 

Responsibility, atonement, soul, 

free will,  judgement, Kingdom 

of God, sacrament, confession, 

equality, omniscient, 

temptation, sacrifice, blame, 

commitment, sacrifice, fasting, 

transfiguration, initiation, piety, 

worship, values, belief, society, 

monarchy, authority, 

interpretation, freedom,  

identity, responsibility Bat 

Mitvah, Ramadan, Yom Kippur, 

Lent, afterlife, Amrit, 

martyrdom, Khalsa, Abraham, 

Rosh Hashonah, salvation, 

Communion, Roman 

Catholicism, Reformation, 

Methodist, Quakerism, 

indulgences. 

 

free will, design, creation, 

omniscience, suffering, 

argument, temptation, test, 

punishment, nature, dualism, 

freedom, persecution, 

pilgrimage, reconciliation, 

atonement, dualism 

Jerusalem, Moksha, 4 noble 

truths. 

Prior learning  Genesis story. 

 Shared belief in Creator 

God (Islam, Judaism and 

Christianity). 

 Shabbat in Judaism. 

 Other creation stories from 

different religions e.g. 

Sikhism. 

 Recall Hindu belief in 

Creation.  

 Genesis story of Creation. 

 puja ceremony as a thanks 

offering. 

 

 Christian, Muslim and 

Jewish belief in Genesis. 

 Sikh stories of creation. 

 Nativity story. 

 Hindu belief in creation. 

 The puja ceremony. 

 Stewarship and 

Responsibility including 

those not believing in 

Creation.  

 Nativity.  

 The 5 K’s in Sikhism.  

 Hindu belief in creation.  

 The soul. 

 The effects of bad 

actions/sins in both 

Christianity.  

 Karma in Hinduism. 

 Beliefs about God as 

‘eternal’ and the 

importance of equality in 

Sikhism.  

 Jewish beliefs about God 

as Creator. 

 Christian beliefs about 

Jesus as part of the 

Trinity  

 Key Hindu beliefs of 

Avatars. 

 Key Muslim beliefs 

about Allah. 

 The 5 pillar for prayer. 

 Features of a Mosque. 

 wudu and introduction 

to rak’ahs.  

 Features and practices 

within places of worship 

(Synagogue, Mosque, 

 Jewish belief of Torah. 

 Christian belief of Jesus. 

 Muslim belief of 

Muhammad.  

 Treatment of Guru 

Granth.  

 Belief in God creating 

world and humankind. 

 Brahman’s essence in all 

living things.  

 Beliefs about God 

shown including as Law 

Giver. 

 Important values 

through symbolic 

clothing. 

 Beliefs about the soul 

and consequences of 

the afterlife of 

wrongdoing.  

 Christian beliefs about 

Jesus as saviour.  

 Religious laws. 

Beliefs of the soul,  

 Revelation of Abraham, 

Muslim beliefs of 

revelation of Qur’an.  

 Jewish and Christian 

beliefs about Jesus as 

Messiah. 

 Places and practices of 

worship and religious 

texts.  

 Birth ceremonies. 

 Festivals. 

 What is considered ‘good.’ 

 Having understood the 

term commitment. 

 Pilgrimage. 

 Laws and teachings. 

 Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

 Confirmation.  

 Adult baptism. 

 Yom Kippur. 

 Christian, Jewish and 

Muslim beliefs about 

the soul. 

 Free will.  

 Judgement and 

afterlife/Kingdom of 

God. 

Christian beliefs.. 

 Authority/role of 

priests.  

 Beliefs about Creator 

God/Allah. 

 Satan/Shaytan. 

 Adam and Eve in the 

story of the Fall. 
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Mandir, Churches, 

Gurdwara). 

 Important values such as 

community and equality. 

 God as Creator,Law 

Giver, Judge and 

Provider. 

 Hindu belief in creation. 

 The puja ceremony as a 

thanks offering. 

 Sikh and Muslim value of 

equality in Ummah as 

shown in Gurdwara and 

Mosque. 

 Christian, Jewish and 

Muslim beliefs about 

soul. 

 Comparisons between 

animals and with karma 

in Hinduism.  

 Implications for 

Stewardship and 

responsibility for caring 

for 

animals/environment. 

 Buddhist beliefs about 

the different parts of a 

person. 

 Castes in Hinduism. 

 5 pillars.  

 Hindu beliefs about 

Brahman. Christian 

belief in Jesus as 

Messiah.  

 Having understood the 

term sacrifice. 

 Sacrament.  

 Features of an Anglican 

church.  

 Concept of an 

omniscient. 

 Hindu beliefs about the 

Trimurti. 

  Zoroastrian beliefs 

about dualism. 

 Buddhist concept of 

suffering and 

temptation  

 Beliefs about the 

revelation of the Torah 

and the Qur’an. 

 Muhammad and 

authority of religious 

texts in Islam. 

 Judaism and 

Christianity; compared 

with Baha’i beliefs. 

 Jerusalem as place of 

pilgrimage in Islam. 

 Christianity and 

Judaism.  

 Hajj as the 5th pillar of 

Islam.  

 Jewish people escaping 

persecution in Egypt in 

story of Exodus. 

 The 5 k’s of Sikhism in 

the context of the war 

between Hinduism and 

Islam. 

 Denominations of 

Christianity. 

 The Reformation and 

Authority of Church of 

England. 

 Role of Romans in death 

of Jesus.  

 

Planned learning  Belief that God created the 

world in 6 days.  

 Belief in god as Creator in 

Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam. 

 The Jewish (as well as 

Christian and Muslim) 

belief that God created 

humans. 

 Name/identify places of 

worship in local area. 

 Features of these.  

 Sacrament of 

communion. 

 10 commandments. 

 Key features of Torah. 

 Christian belief of Jesus 

fulfilling the Jewish 

belief about God’s 

 Torah contains 613 laws. 

 Bat or Bar Mitvah 

ceremonies. 

 Features of adult baptism. 

 Design Argument, 

making links with the 

Creation story/belief 

(Islam, Judaism and 

Christianity).  
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Jewish people remember 

this Genesis creation story, 

have a day of rest from 

work each week starting on 

Friday night to Saturday 

(Shabbat). 

 Recall items on the table on 

Friday night and what they 

symbolise. 

 Recall other creation stories 

from different religions e.g. 

Sikhism. 

 Recall Hindu belief in 

Creation.  

 Compare with other non-

religious/own beliefs 

regarding creation. 

 That Jewish people say 

blessings (brachot) over 

food and saying Grace in 

Christianity. 

 That Christians celebrate 

Harvest festival. 

 That Hindus have Puja 

ceremony.  

 Items on the Puja tray. 

 Genesis story. 

 Identify examples of 

stewardship e.g. 

Muhammad stories of the 

Ants and the Sad Camel 

 Avatars (deities) are the 

incarnation of some of 

Brahman’s essence on 

earth. 

 Ganesha being made of clay. 

 Krishna’s birth. 

 Other special people in 

different religions and 

recount their birth stories 

(e.g. Guru Nanak in Sikhism, 

Muhammad in Islam. 

 Make links between 

symbolism of light show in 

 Belief the Jewish people 

have about God, including 

as Judge and Provider. 

  Identify symbolic items 

worn by Jewish people. 

  The Muslims also believe 

in the 6 days of creation.  

 The 5 pillars of Islam  

 Christians wear the 

cross/crucifix to remind 

them of the belief that 

Jesus is the incarnation of 

God.  

 Easter they celebrate his 

sacrifice for people’s sins. 

 The 5 K’s and make links 

with key Sikh beliefs in one 

God. 

 Exploration of what 

symbols from non-religious 

symbols. 

 Story of Genesis, including 

the Christian and Jewish 

belief in the creation of 

man and woman and 

instruction by God of 

stewardship. 

 Know the basic beliefs 

about the Soul in Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam.  

 The 5 parts or Skandas 

(Buddhism).  

 Infant baptism. 

 Adult baptism. 

 Other birth ceremonies 

from other religions and 

non-religious worldviews. 

  Religious beliefs in 

creation of humans and the 

soul by God. 

 Consider the 

importance/value of 

celebrating births; compare 

to animals. 

 Muslim beliefs about 

Allah. 

 The belief of equality in 

the Ummah.  

 Features of the Mosque 

to support prayer.  

 Identify the features of a 

Sikh Gurdwara. 

 Identify features in 

Synagogue. 

 Religious books are 

central to worship in the 

Mosque, Gurdwara and 

Synagogue and Church. 

 Atman and Avatars 

represented by Murtis in 

the Mandir. 

 Benefits and importance 

of protecting places of 

worship for different 

religions within the local 

community, including 

reference to British Law. 

 Features of Salah, 

Muslim worship. 

 Challenges of 

performing this for strict 

Muslims in a non-Muslim 

country/place of work. 

 Items in a home shrine. 

 The mezuzah, contents 

 Bible as a reference for 

moral guidance. 

 Religion alters some 

believers’ diets. 

 Christianity and Islam, 

learning about ‘sins’ and 

the belief about God as 

Judge and the beliefs 

about the afterlife and 

Heaven and Hell.  

 Learning about the effect 

of karma on this essence 

and the belief about 

reincarnation  

promise. 

Key teachings.  

 Muslim treatment and 

belief of Qur’an as 

sacred and holy. 

 Recall treatment of 

Guru Granth Sahib 

(GGS.)  

 Consider some 

teachings that may 

have more/less value 

and/or challenge in 

todays’ society.  

 Can a non-believer still 

be considered ‘good’? 

 The Fall story  

 The snake as 

‘temptation’, and the 

consequences. 

 Understand what is 

meant by Free Will. 

 Describe the teachings 

of Zoroastrianism 

regarding dualism 

between Asha (good) 

and Druj (evil)-. 

 Revelation of Abraham. 

Recount the revelation 

of the Qur’an and the 

Muslim belief that both 

Abraham and Jesus as 

viewed as prophets and 

Muhammad  

 Founders of the major 

world religions are all 

progressive 

manifestations of God, 

and so there should be 

no divides between 

faiths or indeed 

humanity.  

 Recount Hindu belief in 

Brahman. 

 Recount miracle 

stories.  

 Fasting and other 

atonement practices on 

Yom Kippur. 

 Christian beliefs about 

the soul.  

 Sacrament of Confession.  

 Medieval practice of 

selling of Indulgences. 

 Beliefs of God/Allah as 

Creator, and as 

omniscient. 

 Beliefs about Satan 

/Shaytan. 

 Christian belief in Jesus as 

saviour.  

 Discuss whether the 

Romans were to blame for 

the death of Jesus. 

 The term commitment. 

 Rosh Hashonah.  

 Communion. 

 Sacrament.  

 Recall that Muslims 

believe Abraham was a 

prophet. 

 Ramadan.  

 Lent.  

 Different groups of 

Christians and their key 

values/features in 

worship/practice. 

 Understand the how and 

when the main 

divisions/separations 

occurred in Christianity, 

making links with key 

historical 

events/chronology.  

 Identify and describe 

different features in the 

various churches in the 

UK today. 

 The role of the monarchy. 

 Genesis can also be 

interpreted non-literally 

and support Big Bang 

and Evolution theories. 

 Identify suffering 

caused by both human 

action and natural 

disaster as examples in 

arguments against there 

being a Creator. 

 Suffering is caused by 

humanity’s 

misunderstanding of the 

world and their place in 

it . 

 Buddhist teachings of 

the 4 noble truths and 

8fold path to avoid, and 

support those who are, 

suffering; making links 

with beliefs of 

reincarnation. 

 Hindu beliefs in the 

Trimurti as represented 

in nature. 

 Own views/beliefs 

about suffering, 

including its value in 

their own moral and 

spiritual development. 

 Exodus story  

 Seder meal  

 Passover.  

 Importance of 

Jerusalem as sites of 

pilgrimage  

 Concept of persecution, 

identify further 

examples from history 

and modern society (e.g. 

Holocaust, or modern 

day examples). 

 War between Hindus 

and Muslims at the time. 
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
images of the above special 

people (e.g. Halo) 

 The caste system 

 Understand and link the 

Buddhist principle belief 

of Anicca 

(impermanence) with the 

relevant parts or 

Skandas of a person; 

make links with other 

beliefs about the Soul in 

Judaism, Christianity, 

Islam and Hinduism.  

 

 Evidence for God on 

Earth. 

 

 Consider the British 

Value of the freedom of 

religion, the multicultural 

nature of England 

citizenship. 

 Appreciation of wide 

variety of Christianity 

around the world, making 

links between differences 

in values and various 

practices/symbols but 

recognising consistency in 

belief of trinity. 

 Understand and use the 

term ‘Church’ correctly. 

 

 British Law to protect 

the freedom to worship 

own religions 

 Understand the 

teachings behind the 

Parable of the Prodigal 

Son. 

Next Learning  Opportunity to appreciate 

the world around. 

 Consider the design 

argument; see how some 

other religions 

remember/celebrate this 

belief in a Creator (Harvest, 

Puja). 

 Consider the implications of 

stewardship 

(human responsibility to 

care for the world), and 

whether this is still valid for 

those who do not believe 

the world was created by a 

supreme being. 

 Christian nativity of Jesus 

(the incarnation of God). 

 Avatars (the incarnation of 

Brahman). 

 Beliefs of God as Creator, 

recalling the Genesis. 

 Beliefs about the Soul in 

order to explore the 

concepts of sin, Free Will, 

and the temptation to sin. 

 Beliefs about God creating 

humankind to explore the 

concept of the soul.  

 Religious beliefs about God 

when learning about the 

soul and the effects of bad 

actions/sins in both 

Christianity and karma in 

Hinduism. 

 They will also be looking at 

baptism and the concept of 

cleansing the soul. 

 Effects of actions/karma on 

the ‘soul’ . 

 Beliefs about the soul when 

considering the importance 

of celebrating births and 

why animals have no birth 

ceremonies. 

 The 5 pillars of Islam in 

more depth. 

 The Guru Granth Sahib. 

  Places of worship 

(including the church and 

Gurdwara. 

 

 

 

 Compare with the 

practices and impact of 

believers worshipping 

individually/at home.  

 Religious leaders in the 

community support local 

believers. 

 Different interpretations 

of the Torah and its use in 

the Synagogue in more 

detail. 

 Investigate how people 

know what is 

‘right/wrong’ and 

‘good/evil,’ including from 

authority texts. 

 Free Will  

 Consider responsibility 

for actions/wrong doing, 

and the evil and 

suffering in the world. 

 Explore the ideas of 

Fate and beliefs in the 

omniscience of God and 

the fulfilment of God’s 

plans 

 Referring to the stories 

they learn here when 

investigating how 

believers show their 

commitment to God, 

and also when exploring 

the concept of fate and 

destiny 

 

 Beliefs celebrated through 

the 

sacrament of communion.  

 Beliefs about authority of 

the clergy. 

Investigating the concept 

of free will when exploring 

reasons and beliefs for 

their being suffering in the 

world. 

 Learning about the 

sacrament of Communion 

to further investigate the 

similarities, relationship 

and differences between 

varieties of Christian 

groups. 

 Investigate conflicts 

between religions and 

between denominations.  

 

 N/A 
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 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Birth ceremonies in 

different religions. 

 

  


