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Message from the Head teacher 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

‘The Hill We Climb:’ The inauguration of President Joe Biden this week, gave a real sense of a ‘fresh start’ 

in America.    

 In January, we often consider a fresh start and this term through assemblies I have been encouraging 

children to think about their dreams and goals for the future and stay hopeful in the face of adversity.  

I am sure that for all of us, our collective wish for this year is for Covid-19 to disappear.  What an amazing effort is already 

underway with the vaccination programme.  We hope and pray that this programme continues to accelerate so that we can 

restore some sense of normality.   

In the meantime, we will continue to work together to be safe, and to support one another.   

During the presidential inauguration a young poet, Amanda Gorman, performed.  If you didn’t get the chance to see it, CLICK 

HERE, it is worth a watch.  It was such an uplifting moment.   

“When day comes, we ask ourselves where can we find light in this never-ending shade? 

The loss we carry, a sea we must wade. 

We’ve braved the belly of the beast. 

We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, 

and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t always justice. 

And yet, the dawn is ours before we knew it.” 

“The new dawn blooms as we free it.  

For there is always light, 

if only we’re brave enough to see it.  

If only we’re brave enough to be it.”  

 Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Ms Reena Shah 

Headteacher 

 

Wellbeing Friday at KGPS: Friday 29th January 2021  

Next Friday we will be having a day off screen! This also means a day off the normal timetable.   

‘Lifted’ Art project: This is to mark the start of children’s mental health week. We will launching 

a special whole school Art  project put together by Ms Windsor-Richards, called ‘Lifted.’  This is 

a photomontage project where the children will use a photo of themselves and a variety of 

imagery of the things that have ‘Lifted’ them and helped their well-being during lockdown. The 

work can be submitted on Microsoft Teams as part the KGPS online gallery.  More information 

about Wellbeing Friday will be provided to children next week! 

The Big Garden Birdwatch Friday 29th and Sunday 31st January: Gather up, Winterwatchers! 

Learn some key skills to help you get outdoors and find out more about the birds in your 

environment with a very a special Live Lesson at 11am on the 28th of January 2021.  Find out 

more about the birds in their environment in  The Big Schools Winterwatch Live Lesson. 

KGPS 
WHAT’S NEW @ 

 

Empathy – Agility – Hard Work 
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Here is what next Friday will look like 

 

 

Story Time with Ms Windmill and Ms Vora  
 

Reading is The MOST important activity of all.  Reading independently, reading 

with an adult and listening to others read are all super-important. If you have 

run out of books at home, please use online reading materials such as Oxford 

Owl or MyOn and Years 3-6, don’t forget to do the quizzes!  

 Don’t forget, all classes in Year 1-Year 6 can access daily story time with Ms 

Windmill or Ms Vora. This will be through Microsoft Teams. Children in Years 

3-6 can also take a quiz at the end! 

 

 

Time Table Rockstars - Leader board 

Well done to the following classes for winning the battle last week:  

3S, 3B, 3M, 4B, 4C and 5BK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The battles for this week (Wednesday 20th January to Tuesday 26th January) are: 

3S vs 4J  3B vs 4B  3M vs 4C 5BK vs 6P  5J vs 6D  5M vs 6EP 

Well-being Activity  Why? 

PE with Joe Wicks  Exercise is good for our minds and our physical health. 

Endorphins are chemicals produced by the body during exercise to relieve stress and pain.  

‘Lifted’ Art project  An opportunity to focus on ‘self’ and to engage in something creative and non- judgmental. 

Bird watching  

29th – 31st January is Big 

Garden Bird Watch Weekend 

Being at one with nature is calming and helps us to relax whilst learning through our 

senses. Bird watching requires stillness, which can bring inner peace and make us feel calm. 

This activity can be done outside or by looking out of the window. 
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Oak Virtual Library and Accelerated Reader 

Oak Virtual Library:  Currently children have access to e-books through the MyOn website and their 

Oxford Owl account.  

There is now another platform from which they can access e-books.  

Virtual School Library, brought to you by Oak National Academy in partnership with the National 

Literacy Trust have launched a Virtual School Library that can be accessed by everyone.  

Every week they will issue an e-book online accompanied by a video from the author introducing the 

book.  

Currently there is a Jacqueline Wilson book available on the website. This book has a ZPD level of 4.4. 

This means once children have finished reading that book, they can then take an AR quiz! 

 

Accelerated Reader:  The graph below shows our success rate in terms of quizzes taken this week.  To pass a quiz you must 

achieve 60% however our target is 85% or above.  

Currently Year 5 are in the lead. Out of all the children who took a quiz this week, 61% of those pupils in Year 5 achieved 85% or 

above in their quiz. That is approximately 54 children. Let’s see how these figures change for next week. Keep reading and keep 

quizzing! 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 

Free School Meal Eligibility: Some of our children qualify for a free school meal because their parent 

receives qualifying benefits.  During the period of school closure, we do not want any of those families 

to miss the opportunity to receive the meal they are entitled to.  

We have distributed vouchers to cover the first two weeks of term.  The voucher is for £15 per week, 

per child.   Eligible families should have received their vouchers for the last two weeks.  

If you believe that you may be eligible for free school meals, even if you have previously applied and not been successful, please 

re-check your eligibility using the link below or contact the school office.  

 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/education-and-schools/student-and-school-information/free-school-meals/  

Take a look at the 

quizzes that children 

have taken in the last 

two weeks! Parents and 

children, you are doing 

an amazing job!  

KEEP QUIZZING! 

As a school, we have read over 10 million words since we started using Accelerated Reader!  

THIS IS A MASSIVE ACHIEVEMENT!  

Remember the program only counts the words you have read if you pass the quiz. Therefore, it is  

highly important that you only take the quiz once you are ready and know the book well. 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/education-and-schools/student-and-school-information/free-school-meals/


 
 

4 | P a g e    
 

  

Hall of fame!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 3 children have knowledgeably showcased their learning on people, communities and cultures from around the world. From 

left to right: Hamasa 3B, Miriam 3S, Nayan 3S, Amelia 3M.  Excellent work! 

Reception children have been learning about the book “Whatever Next”. Take a look at the wonderful creative learning 

these children have done! Max in Sunshine has written a list of items he will take to the moon whilst Diana in Rainbow class 

has demonstrated her understanding of number facts to nine. 

Y2 Children have been reading ‘One Plastic Bag’ and learning about the impact of plastic pollution.  From left to right: Rayan 

D 2YD.  Moksha 2YD. Delia 2D,  Harshil 2D, Ozzy 2D, Roan 2D.  Mario 2YD, has shown  impressive sentence constructions 

and use of language and the ful suffix. 
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From left to right: Storyboard to show how Earth was created by Zain G 4C.  Shina 4B has shown how she has practiced using 

reported and direct speech in preparation for writing her newspaper article next week whilst  Ana 4J is giving us a taste of the 

newspaper article that children in Year 4 are working on about The Iron Man. Great work! 

From left to right: Anthony 5BK is demonstrating mastery in maths through this problem-solving task. Zainab’s (5BK) creative 

writing is beautifully constructed with powerful vocabulary to paint a picture in the reader’s mind whilst Mary 5J has written 

a succinct conclusion to a science experiment about forces. What a rich collection of work this is Y5!  

As I rub my hands together, I know the 

force that I’m using is friction. When I push 

my hands together more firmly, it becomes 

harder to slide my hands together. I know 

this means friction is still working as my 

hands tend to get warm after rubbing 

them. Depending on the amount of friction 

you use, it will get warmer if if you don’t 

put a lot of pressure when you are rubbing 

your hands together.  

Year 6 have been studying Macbeth by Shakespeare. Many of the children 

have performed famous lines in the play with expression, tone and conviction. 

Denisa 6EP wrote Lady Macbeth character study.  Shreeya 6D done some 

fantastic science learning about Biomes.  Keep up the good work Y6! 
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